Title companies and banks
will benefit most from the new
. computer service, but any home-
owner or potential home buyer
! can also access the system to pe-
ruse real estate documents be-

print a page and 50 cents for each
name zearched,

Sabaugh said the fees, not tax
dollars, pay for the system.

Cook said title companies are
searching to determine that a

records dating back to 1818
Macomb is not the first county
to offer online searches for prop-
erty documents. Oakland County
has offered a nearly identical ser-
vice for about three years and
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Online
Continued from Page 1A fore completing a sale or pur- property slated for sale has “no Wayne County also has records
_ chase. skeletons in the closet,” suchasa  available on the Internet. But
Clemens, we can access the “It's a huge advantage for the tax lien. most Michigan counties offer no
(records) system at our desks. businesses —the banks and the Kim Schmidt, president of such conveniences.
This will save a lot of traveltime”  title companies,” said Sabaugh,a  First State Bank Mortgage Co., Since taking office in 1993,
Access to real estate doeu- Warren Democrat. “For the gen- said the online service is timely Sabaugh has instituted a number
ments, such as deeds and mort- eral public, they can doa one- because of the large number of of technological advances at the
gages, hasbecomea government  time search, usinga credit card, mortgage holders who are refi- clerk's office that provide access
service in high demand because without coming down to the of- nancing. . torecords, services and election
the number of home sales and fice in Mount Clemens.” “This technology will bea information via toll-free phone
mortgage refinancings has The fee for the 24-hour, online  plustous,” Schmidt said. lines, fax machines or the Inter-
steadily risen as interest rates Th?ﬂmfﬁrﬂma The new Web site has its limits, ~ net.
have fallen. County Clerk who come to 's office. Only documents filed after 1993
| CarmellaSabaugh saidherReg-  one-timesearchfor propertyin-  areavailablefor printingonthe watodassons.com and te foow
! ister of Deeds office processed formation costs $7. Businesses Internet. Anindex of realestate the prompts to register. A credit card is
| 829,000 pages of real estatedocu-  canreceive a $200 yearly sub- records datingback to 1981 offers ~ needed to pay for viewing or printing re-
' ments in 1995, but thatnumber ~ scription toaccessthesystem,  astartingpoint. The Registerof ~ ol estate records.
' rose to 1.4 million last year: plus a 25-cent cost to view or Deeds office maintains property




